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I. Preamble 
This voluntary agreement concluded between the state or Länder and local authorities is targeted on a clear commitment to realise a sustainable and efficient local energy policy that exceeds the legal requirements. With this commitment local authorities want to comply with national and EU energy targets stated in energy and climate protection programs and EU Directives or Guidelines (e.g. in the Directive on End-use efficiency and Energy Services) and want to contribute to the environmentally sustainable development of society through the efficient use of energy and increased use of renewable energy sources. The local authorities are aware of acting by example. The agreement is based on a cooperative and voluntarily implemented energy policy at local level. It regulates the obligations but also open opportunities to support local efforts to use renewable energies and increase energy efficiency. An essential part is the dialogue, the exchange of experiences and transfer of know how as well as qualification. 
II. General goals

Through the accession to this agreement local authorities are committed to make a significant contribution to a sustainable future by using energy efficiently and increasing the use of renewable energies. For the Ministry of Environment it is an utmost concern to support these voluntary activities. The Ministry and local authorities work together as be responsible for future generations and sustainable development. A harmonisation of environment/energy targets and the requirements of services of public interest are aspired.
The State/Land has determined in its Energy Plan/Energy or/and Climate Protection Program of 200x the CO2 reduction targets of             by 20xx (baseline:    ) and an increase of the share of renewable energies of    %. Local authorities are assigned to play an important role to achieve these targets. Different measures addressed to the target group are defined in the Plan. 
The contractual partners want to contribute to achieve these targets and set themselves the following targets:

The agreement forms the basis of the presumption that cooperation and voluntary measures are preferred against directives and administrative regulations. However, the voluntary efforts of the contractual partners are appreciated and at the same time, the realisation of energy measures is stimulated through the participation in this agreement. 
III. Responsibilities and concrete targets in the field of energy efficiency and renewable energies

To achieve the goals of this agreement the contractual partners have determined the following responsibilities and targets for the cooperation within the next five years:
The Ministry enrols to promote adequate framework conditions for a committed local energy policy through 

· Platform for exchange experiences and know how transfer

· Data bases

· Support model projects

· Regional funding opportunities
· Administrative alleviations

The Ministry gets involved in easing the access to those programmes (e.g. bonus system). It is moreover very keen to tap other funding opportunities allocated by the Federal State or EU. Amount and conditions of funding opportunities are under reserve of the availability of respective funds. In addition, the Ministry makes an effort to influence a cooperative administrative behaviour of other bodies against local authorities (e.g. communal supervision, permissions, etc.)
The local authorities enrol to be actively committed to realise in their own responsibility innovative ideas and measures to promote energy efficiency and the use of renewable energies. The efforts are taken in the frame of economically feasible activities. 
The local authorities are therefore committed to achieve the following targets:

· Reduction of the total final energy consumption of the city/town of x% per year/until 20xx (baseline:  )

· Reduction of the energy consumption of their public buildings of x% per year/until 20xx (baseline:     )
· Increase of the share of renewable energies of x% per year/until 20xx (baseline:  )

Furthermore, the municipalities aim to advance local energy policy through the introduction of accepted management and certification systems.

Particularly, the certification and quality management system, European Energy Award® (eea®) is recommend for further dissemination. It is the visible sign of recognition for municipalities that exhibit an above-average commitment to sound energy policies. It symbolizes their dedication to initiate and maintain a management process for energy and environmental issues. It is an award granted to towns and cities that meet the award criteria, represents a common identifier of municipalities with an exemplary energy policy.

Common tasks of the contractual partners are adequate communication and public relations in order to promote energy efficiency and renewable energies as well as the network itself.
The contractual partners declare to actively collaborate in the energy network/working group established that meet at least twice a year. Actual information and best practice are made available to the other local authorities.
The municipalities undertake the best endeavour to inform their citizens about energy related issues and carry out events with high publicity in order to continuously sensitise and increase public awareness. 

The contractual partners support qualification measures in the field of energy efficiency and renewable energies for the staff in administration and public companies.

To improve the acceptance of this agreement in public and among other cities and towns the contractual partners lobby for
· increasing the degree of publicity of the agreement

· promoting the voluntary association to attract new participants

· boosting the presence of this voluntary association in media and press

IV: Participation 

1. Benefits

The accession to the voluntary agreement offers the following benefits: 

· Local authorities are highly engaged in local energy policy and are able to actively design this policy field and not only re-act on increasing operating costs, additional legislative and administrative requirements, etc.

· Implementation of energy efficient measures and the use of renewable energies always pay off:

· Identification of the energy related strengths and weaknesses

· Realisation of the most effective measures and thus budget savings that can be allocated for other important services of public interest
· Successful dissemination of the „energy activities" of the city resp. town to the public and its citizens through media presence and the use of a logo of the voluntary association.
· Access to the know-how and experience of other committed energy cities and towns in the region through databases available and regular network meetings 
· Participation in advanced trainings and symposia at no charge
· Eased access to diverse financial sources and funding opportunities (bonus / incentive system!)
· Local authorities play a part in designing the regional framework for local energy policy and give impulses for new ideas and topics to promote sustainable development of the region.

· The voluntary association offers the frame for regional initiatives.
2. Criteria for participation
All local authorities in the respective region can access the voluntary agreement. Those interested must apply for the participation in written form when the respective pre-conditions are fulfilled and can be verified.

At least two pre-conditions have to be met when accessing the voluntary agreement. Thus, it should be demonstrated that the local authority is strongly committed to the energy topic.
· Introduced and implemented quality management and certification system European Energy Award(,

· Introduced and implemented EMAS,

· Compiled and implemented energy concept (incl. individual measures in the field of energy efficiency and renewable energies realised)
· Energy management set up for public buildings

· High share in renewable energies (public buildings, promotion activities)

· Appointed energy manager in the administration

With the conclusion of the agreement the local authority is obliged to implement continuously energy measures. If the participant does not comply with the conditions he can be excluded from the agreement. 
V. Boards and Implementation

1. Organisation 
The contractual partners decide on the composition of the Steering Committee. Its main tasks are
· Decision on the admission to the voluntary agreement and other political and technical decisions of general principle 

· Verification of the accomplishment of the criteria

· Further development of the agreement

· Official representatives of the contractual partners

· Responsible for communicating the agreement to the public and other local authorities as well as networking
· Recruiting new partners

Members of the Steering Committee are:

· Representative of the Ministry of Environment

· Regional Energy Agency

· Association of cities and towns

· Certain number of local authorities

The Steering Committee is supported by a well equipped office takes the operative tasks.

2. Communication 

A logo is developed for the participants of the agreement which can be used for city marketing purposes. 
3. Controlling

The subject of this agreement is regarded as a continuous process which should be open for further developments. For this purpose, the agreement needs to be revised regularly. If requirements fixed in the agreement are not compatible with the concern of the contractual partners or changed regulations the agreement has to be adjusted. This process should be done every five years. 
Critical points to be discussed among the Balance partners:

· Should exclusively eea( municipalities sign the voluntary agreement or is it open to other committed cities and towns? If it is exclusive for eea( municipalities then the only criteria for participation is to have been joined the eea( programme. If not, the eea( competes with other activities and models and a larger group of participants can be reached. 

· Should the voluntary agreement set binding targets (quantitative und qualitative) und how can those targets be supervised? (quantitative: indicators, energy and CO2 balance or assessment of degree of implementation of voluntary measures, qualitative: Collaboration in the network, participation in advanced trainings and workshops to exchange experiences)
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