
A living village

A stone’s throw from the cantonal capital, Lumino offers its residents tranquillity 
and relaxation. The village stands at the head of the Mesolcina valley, on the bound-
ary between the Riviera and Bellinzona districts, and extends north-east of Arbe-
do-Castione up to the cantonal border with the canton Grisons. Almost the entire 
district lies on an alluvial fan, which boasts enviable sunshine and views. Since the 
1970s, the village population has more than doubled, from 800 then to nearly 1500 
today. Apart from its residential amenities, part of the village’s attraction lies in 
around 20 clubs and societies, which offer varied cultural, musical and sports ac-
tivities for leisure and recreation. ‹Lumìn›, as it is known in the local dialect, is a 
living village!  Another distinctive feature of this municipality is its avant-garde en-
ergy policy, in line with federal objectives in the field.

 

Cantonal front-runner

Lumino forges ahead in its pioneering role in the energy sector. In 2014 the village 
became the first municipality in the Canton of Ticino to win the prestigious Città 
dell’energia GOLD award.  The label endorses Lumino as a model of sustainable  
local energy policy for all municipalities to follow.

Energy policy highlights

 � Renewable electricity with nature-
made basic certification covers the 
municipality’s electricity consump-
tion (buildings, installations and 
equipment and public lighting). 

 � A «slow mobility» plan has been 
drawn up, covering pedestrian 
precincts, footpaths and traffic 
calming areas. 

 � Adoption of the Energiestadt 2011 
Municipal Buildings Standard and 
an updated plan for energy mod-
ernization of the municipal build-
ings. Systematic measures come 
into force from 2013. 

 � Feasibility study completed for the 
construction of a thermo-electric 
micro-power plant. 

 � Regular information activities 
raise awareness of energy-related 
topics.

 

Municipality: ...................................... Lumino 
Canton: .................................................. Ticino 
Population: ............................................. 1430
Area: .................................................. 9,95 km2 

Internet: ................................www.lumino.ch  

Joined Città dell‘energia programme in: ...  
.................................................................. 2008
First certification: .................................. 2010
Second certification: ................ 2014 (GOLD)

Lumino   

Facts and figures



Together for a 100%  
renewable city in 2050 

«On 21 September 2010, after three 
years of work, the Municipality of Lu-
mino qualified for the Città dell’ener-
gia label. The award heightened our 
awareness that even a small munici-
pality can <do a bit more> to promote 
sustainable development. So, fired 
with enthusiasm, and with the backing 
of the public and of the Municipal 
Council, Luminoso decided to embark 
on the far-from-easy pathway to the 
prestigious Città dell’energia GOLD 
label. Four years of hard work and 
specific measures implemented have 
been crowned with success. Once 
again we are convinced: the Città 
dell’energia GOLD label is a goal but, 
above all, a further spur to keep us 
working and <setting an example>. 
Lumino will remain unstoppable on 
course for a luminous future.»

Curzio De Gottardi 
Mayor of Lumino

Energy policy profile in 2014

In the next few years, Lumino intends to 
continue to carry out further projects:

 � in the medium term, it will build a 
photovoltaic power plant on the in-
fant schools and a hydro-electric 
micro-power plant in the drinking 
water main, with the goal of gene-
rating electricity equal to the con-
sumption of the municipal buil-
dings, plant and equipment and 
making this a zero-impact munici-
pality.

 � it will update its municipal balance 
sheet of energy and greenhouse 
gas emissions regularly, to deter-
mine the trends in the main energy 
policy indicators.
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The spider chart shows the percentage development already implemented by the Lumino municipality 
out of its energy potential. To obtain the Città dell‘energia label, the local authority must have imple-
mented 50% of its potential. The score needed to obtain the European Energy Award®Gold
 label is 75%. In 2014, the Lumino municipality achieved a level of 78%.

 � it will regularly update its energy 
accounting for municipal buildings, 
using the EnerCoach tool, and as-
sess the results against the adop-
ted measures.

 � it will introduce energy related  
criteria to its district planning, in 
the context of the revision of the 
Master Plan.

Città dell‘energia contact in Lumino
Stefano Ghidossi, Tel.: 091 829 12 64
stefano.ghidossi@lumino.ch

Città dell’energia Advisor
Flavio Petraglio, Tel.: 091 820 05 90
flavio.petraglio@evolve-sa.ch

Further information
www.cittadellenergia.ch/lumino 

 

Curzio De Gottardi

The next steps
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What does the Città dell’energia label stand for?
The Città dell’energia label is a certificate developed in Swit-
zerland and extended to the European level in the form of the 
European Energy Award®. The label is awarded to municipali-
ties which have instituted quality management for the imple-
mentation of their energy and development policies. The 
award was conceived within the framework of the SwissEner-
gy programme for the Confederation. In this way, the Swiss  

Federal Office for Energy (SFOE) promotes the implementa-
tion of national energy policy in the fields of energy efficiency 
and renewable energies. Through the sub-programme enti-
tled SwissEnergy for Municipalities, the SFOE systematically 
supports projects at the municipal level. The owner of the la-
bel is the Città dell’energia Association.


